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OLD BELLEFONTE:
its CoNTEI4PoRARY ROLE, .a,i{D

REPoRT ON ITS lirSToRY,
ITS PR,ESENT ARCi{AEOi.OGICAI VAiUI

Bel lefonte in the Beginning and ra the 1820's:
.-

The origin of Bellefonte and how it happenei, to become the

county seal of Jackson Counry, Alabaraa, vrere dlrec-cIy related to

ti're circumstances surrounding public and private land in the

councy in i ts ear l iesi  days. A revierv of these circumsiances wi l l

provide a picture of hor ' r  Sel lefonte ca:ae to be.

The Treaty of FebruLry 27, 1819 rsith the Cherokee ceded the

la:ld that j.s nors the part of Jackson County north of the

Te;iessee River. The Treaty also provided for the reservatioa of

64C acres of Land, in the ceded area, to be had in fee siraple, for

each of cert,ain specifically named persons. Anong them vras James

RiJ.ey, who in this manner cane into possessioa of the land on whicn

6e:Lefonte would eventual ly be establ ished. Also under the terns of

:he Treaty, the ceded area would be protecied from int,rusJ-on by

seit lers unt i l  January 1, 1820 G"afg"_4l-gi=r. ,  1904: 177-80).

0n December 13, 1819, an act of  the ALabama legislature

c:eated Jackson Cor-rnty out of the Cherokee cession, at the sa",re tine

3 J . - i -ar^ l rEr  a rcuryvrdry county seat  at  Sauta Cave (Brarrnon,  L911).  Abouc

I32A, peopie bega:r ,  to  setEle on.  :he publ lc  lands j .n  var ious p laceso
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a;ound the cciuntry.  A;ro;rg the earl iest to sett le i ; -r  tne vic^al ;-r  of

wi.at  \ . /ould be Bel lefonte were a Dr.  George l{ashingcon i i iggi-ns a;r i  ; i

l 1 r .  S iephen Car te r  (BJ-ue ,  1B5 i :  l l i )  .  /

&r  October  3 ,  1820,  Jar .es  R i ley  bound h iu rse l f  in  pena l  boac  fo r  che

suu o f  $13,000.00  to  George w.  i l i gg ias  and s tephen car te r .  Th :s  bonc i

r^rould be void when the fol lowing condit ions were reet:  First ,  l l iggins aad

Car te r  pa id  h in  $51500.00  in  spec i f : -ed  ins ta lkaents  to  be  ccap lereC by  the

yeat LB24; and second, he haci s i-gned o'ser his 640 acre _reservat ion to rhe, i

(car te r ,  S . ,  LB27z 2) .  on  rhe  s t rength  o f  th is  bond,  p resumably ,  i , igg ins

and carter founded, surveyeci,  and laid out the town of Bel lefonte,

na. ing i t  for the nearby spr ing that woulci  suppiy the townts wat.er ior

xrairy years (personal comnunlcat ioa, cnr ist ine Sunner).  The s:- te or che

tor,i 'n was chosen for its iroxinity to the Tennessee River, but ca;e was

;akea ihat it was enough renoved and elevated to reduce the danger or fiood

and disease ( interview wrt i r  Daisy Ca1dwel l ,  1974) .

On December 13, L82L, i-n the same act that created Decatur Counry

ouc of part  of  Jackson County, the 4iabaroa legislature appointed seven

iackson County men to choose a teinporary seat of just ice for the county

( ts ranaor f  ,  f941) .  Very  shor t l y  therea f te r ,  on  Deceuber  15 ,  1821,  c .he

le; is lature incorporated the iown of l }el lefonte inclusive of 60 acres

f  r ^ r ^  ^ E  A ' t  ̂ L ^ ' - ^  1 O O 1 \  ^ - i  ' ^ - -  r  0 4 .  h ^ i r  ^ z ^ - !\ iccs or AtaDaIrIa_, 1B2l) ,  and by L822, Bel lefonte had been chosen as t .nel

seconc i  cenPorary  seat  o f  jus t i ce  o f  iackson County  (Kennener ,1935:  i8 ) . -

S o r c e t i m e d u r i n g t h e f i r s t ' q u a r t e r o f l 8 2 3 , t h e o f f i c i a 1 s u r v e y o f

- . - ^ i l 1 . . . 1 i n 1 . - s - i . 1 ^ ^ . | f ^ ^ - ^ ^ . . * | - - . ' ^ ^ . . * j ^ - r - 1 - ^ - ^ . l _ 1 - . ^- re  ?uo. j - i c  ia i l c  i l r  JuuNse i l  \ , \ rd r l i . y  was  undef id<en and p la ts  Sucn] .c t .cc  E .o  \

: : ie  Genera l  Land Of f i ce  ,  s ign i fy ing  tha t  the  lands  were  ready  fo r  sa ie

o
i.-/



-a 3

- +  - " i ' 1 - i ^  ^ " ^ F " 2 n  ( 3 e 1 1 ,  p l a t  o f  T I V  R V i  E . , 1 8 2 3 ) .  O n  J a ; : , u a r y  L ,  i 8 2 3 ,e u  i r s y r i L  4 u 9  s I \

"he 
Alabana legislature approved a rnemorial to be sent Eo Congress

request ing an indef ini te postponelaeni of  sales of publ ic lands in

Jackson and Decatur count i-es. rn the sa:ne menorial  ,  the legislaiure

also asked for pre-emption rights for the settlers on publi-c laids in

A labana (Aner ican  Sta te  Papers ,  1859,  IV :  2 ) ,  beeause uac i l  che  pub l - i_c

lands  were  so ld ,  the  persons  se t i led  on  them r re re ,  j -n  e f fec t ,  I ' squat te rs ' r

and subjeci t.o removal and loss of their crops and i.mproverxents ax arLy

t ine. Congress granted the Alabama legislalurets request to posc?one

the land sales in Jackson and Decatur counties. IL denied pre-eapiion

rights

Later,  sometime'beiween January and May of 1823 and in respoase Qo

another Alabarqa nemorial, Congress p:ssed an act to allorr certain Alaoana

counLies in which' the publ ic lands were not yet sold to pre-extpr quarter

sect, ions of land to esiabl ish county seats (A.rnerican Siate Papers, IV,

1659: 2-3) .  Perhaps judging thar the t ime was auspicious, in roid-1823,

the Alabana legislature again delivered a menorial to Congress rcquesring

pre-emption r ight,s for sett lers on publ ic lands, teferr ing specif ical ly

Eo the pl ight of  rrcertain inhabitants of Jackson and Decatur (American

Sta te  Papers ,  I I I  ,  1834:  641) t3 .  Aga in  the  reques t  was  den ied ,  a ; rd ,  in

fact,  later the Comittee on Publ ic Lands of the House of Represencai ives

wourd make an exanple of the setElers on public lands in Alabarna (arnong

others) in naking i ts Aprl t  23, Ld24 report ,  to ; i re House, disfavoring

Ehe renersal or extension of ple-enpii.oa rights (Anericjijr stete Paccrs ,

I I I ,  1634 z 7L9-2L) .o
\_/
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Maicing do with lhe gains achieved Ln L823, the Alabaaa

iegislature addressed i tseLf to getEing a peruanenc county seat

establ ished in Jacksoa County. An act of  Decrober 24, LB24 appointed

five conun:lssioners for Jaclcson County and set forth guid.elines for

tne select ion of the quarter sect ion of 1and, the eslabl j -shcent

of the county tonrn, and the erection of county buildings. A tor,rn

square was to be provided and reserved from sale. Apparent ly

soaething delayed the i roplenentat ion of the legislacurers inst iuc: ioas,

because on Deceurber 16, 1826, the legislature again attended to the

;aa-sier of  Jackson Countyrs seat of just ice by direct ing that the

co;mbsioaers appointed lund^er the Act of Decer$er 24, i^824 iaeet on t'he

iourth Monday of February ,  L827, and f  orrnal ly proceed with th; . i :

a2point ive responsibi l i t ies (Brannon, 1941).  FinalIL op Decenber 17,

: ,327 ,  the southwest guarter of sect ion 17, T4S R5E was purchaseci f  or

ihe seat of just ice, and patent to i t  was obtained August 25, L82B

(.tennemer, L935: 18).  But some other,  unknown, fact,or i rapinged on

; i .e f inal  decision of the commissioners, and tr just af ter 1828"

:;:e permanent courthouse and jail were built at Bellefonte (Kennei:ler,

: - 9 3 5 :  6 6 ) .

Meanwhi le,  by early L824, George W. Higgins and Stephen Carter

:,,ac r:inr-shed paying the specified sun to Janes Riley anri had a

sou:d legal c laira on his 640 acres. But they did not have t :- t le

Decause Ri- ley died before he couid sign the land over to then.
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Consequent, ly,  on July 20, L827, I i igg:-ns and Carier pc:t- t ;oneC Jala

R:- ley, as aCn:.nistratr ix of  the estate of Janes Ri ley, for conveyaace

of the t i t le of the land to ihern.r '  The judge of the Orphan's Cou-r:  of

Jackson cor:nty set the dat,e for the hearing on t,he third Moaday in

October,  1827 (Carter,  W., L827).  t r lh i le no records from this

hearing exist ,  i t  can be assurned that Higginst and. carterts pecicion

was granted because the earl iest <ieed. hooks for Jackson County

(1830-3I)  show that these men legal ly sold lors in Bel lefonre and

1
t racts in oLh,er parts of Ri leyts reservarion.-  They gave land for

the use of the !o\^m as a county seat (Kenneiner,  19352 132),  meaning,

probably,  that they gave enough Land for the requisi te Eor^m square
t

and jai1, and perhaps soioe additional lots whose sale would heip io

fj.nance the public buii<iings.

From the foregoing, i t  is easy to re'construct the si iuacion

thai brought Bellefont,e to the fore. The land on which Higgins anci

Carter had a clain drew u'ore pecple and investment of money and effort,

than most other land in Jackson County because the probabi l i ry of

clear t i t le.was much better:  First ,  because i t  was to be had, ac an

early date, whereas the sale of the publ ic land had been posrponed;

a^rd second, because even when the publ ic land was sold at auct ion,

sett lers were at a terr ible disadvantage bidding against speculators,

freqraently rosing what they had invested in the way of improvements

i-  
Copies of deecis

Y;s .  Chr is ! , :ae  Parac ise
-; ie oi f ic iai  dee<i books

re levant  io  Bei ie fonie \ ,Jere k: ,ac l l r , '  sr :nni  i , . i  hr r' ^ J

Suneer v iho paj - ; ;s ia l i^ngly  Era: :sc: lcec i  t^re; :  : ; -on
. ; -  r L ^  T - ^ - ' , ^ ^ -  r r ^ . . - * . ,  - ^ . , , - ' - ^ . . .
I r l  L l l c  . i  4 u i { b  u i i  U O  U r l t y  C O U  f  L i l O U S  a  .
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oi1 publ ic  l i rnds.  So those who could af ford t ,o ,  boughE land arJu, f  or

tor , rn lo ts  f ron i i igg ins and Ca-r ter ,  an<i  Bel le fonte.  had a heaC star t

on Drost of the other comrnunities in the county. Those who had,

set t led on the publ ic  lands in  Jackson county and e lsewhere kept

their  legislature busy sending menorial-s to Congress asking for

pre-exoption rights, alternating witir. requests for postponenents of

the  pub l ic  land  sa les  (Aner ican  Stare  Pap ,  V I ,1860:  LO-LZ,5L-52,

L42). Finally Congress capitulated and granted the pre-enption r:-ghrs

o:r May 29, 1830. Thereafter the actual sett lers of Jackson and orher

Alabana counti.es could own their 160 acres at the mini-muin price. A

decade of waitlng and uncertainty was over.

But meanwhiJ-e, Bel{efonte was already owned, settled, and

growing, having secured, the county seat and having a population of

200 at the t ine of i ts j .ncorporar ion (Sulzby ,  J:g44: 9).  . I t  musr

bave been ab1e. to take quite an early J-ead.in Lhe. conme.rcral,

political, and social affairs of. the area. There was at least, oae

store by 1828 (Sroi t t r  and Deland, 1B8B: 98),  a posr off ice afrer

February 1,4, L822 (Post Office i.ecords, National Archives, courtesy

of Christine Sumner), some kind of temporaqr courthouse after 1821

(Kennemer, 1935: 18 and Brannon, 1941),  a permanent courchouse after

1828 (Kennemer, 1935: 66),  and a Presbyter ian church by ur id-1829

(Marshal l ,  D.d.t  2417).  One of the proprietors of rhe t ,orrn,

George W. I i iggins, \ ras also a physician (Blue, L95I:  14, and persoi:al

,,o

a coranunication, Christine Sr:icner), so neCi.eaL services were avaii-abLev
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r"ri Ehe town from the earliest tlne. in i820, a stage lir.e r.ras

extended from l(noxvi l1e to i luntsvi l le on a road running paral lei  to

the Tennessee River on i rs north bank (Abernethy, L965: i00),  and whi le

titere is no <iefinite evidence that the staBe ran thraugh 3eiiefor\ie.

at tfuLs early time, it is probabie that before the decacie r.ras over,

Bellefonte was a regular sropping place on the rouEe to iluntsv:iLLey

consequently, chere was probably an inn or a tavern, possibly evy';r

run by Daniel M. Martin, an early setiler of the Bellefonte a/ea
/

(Brue, 1961: 15) and ihe bui lder anci  owner of the st i l l -standing

"stage coach rnn." The grave of a deceased chi ld of Daniel  l , iart in

is narked with a headst,one bear:.ng the earliest daLe now to be
t

found in  the  Be l le fon te  ceure ie rJzz  LBZ6 (su tnner ,  1971) .  Be l le fonrers

advantages as a river port must have drar^m the money crop of the

neighbori.ng fa::ns (cotton) into the to\trn for storage and eventual

keelboat t,ransport dor,m the river t,o rcarket. The demand for the

j-uportat ion of non-loca11y produced foodstuffs l ike sugar,  coffee,

and whiskey and such manufactured ,iteras as froncier farmers need

probably created an excellent opportunity for con"'erce.

With the population figure mentioned above, there must have

been a nurnber of dwellings in Beliefonte. I,Jhile the exist,ing deed.s

for loLs in Bellefonte are dared just afrer Ehe early period being :,..

<i iscussed here, i t  : .s possible io draw sona tentat ive conclusfons

aboui the extent of setilenen; in Bel-iEfon:e by considerlr.g hovr

- - - - -  
' !  

^ r ^6ry !vL5 qre r r ,ot  accor . :nted for  in  the surv iv ing ceei i  books.  lhese
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unaccount,ed for lots were probabLy registered in earl ier <ieed books,

no J-onger extant. The existieg deeis for lots i.:a Bellefonte

represent, a broken series of nuiobers, the Lowest being "'or Lot ll2,

and the highest being for lot  #L56. fhe earl iest date is for

Deeenber 4, L829, and the latest,  August 8, 1848. These <iee<is deaL

wit l r-  exact ly forty of these Bel iefonte lots.  Assuming that the iots

in the town were numbered consecuiively and that there were only i55

of them, that sci1l  leaves at least 116 lots that probably were solci

in the 1820rs, dur ing ihe towr^rs begjnning years, A nunber of

adjoining lots nay have been purchaseC as tracts for the purpose of

lacer speculat ion, but,  even so, i t  is probable that roany of the

lots. in Bellefontets 60 L"ru. 
"orporale 

limits !{ere indiviciually

owned, i f  not set, t l ,ed on before 1830.

Be l le fon te  in  the  1830ts  and 1840 's :

In l-833 BelLefonte had a populat,ion of 320 persons (Darby and

Druight,, L833: 49). By 1844 rhe population had grovm ro 400 (ii 'askel

aad Snlth, L944: 57) . The physi-cal face of Be1lefonte was

reflect,ing ttLis trend also. Deriving a tally f rom the property

descript ions included in roany of the o1d deeds to BelLefonte lots,

it j.s possible io get an idea of the nunher and ki-nd of struct.ures

thaL were in the town and i,he scope of the activities that vJere

takurg place thexe in th:-s period. Six stores are nentioneci .;a rhe

d,eeds, probably dealing in general merchan<iise, but th-is is noto
t



,a 9

specif  ied. Tr. 'o of the storcs are descr ibeC as br ick, one es L,et; i3

a franae bui lding, anci  the other three are not descr ibed, merely

inent ioned. I \uo blacksmith shops are arent ionad, one a fraiae bu:- lC: ' ; . ;

fornerly used as a t 'workshopr" the other not descr ibed. A sadierts

shop is nent ioned, the jai l  is rnent iorred, a wagon shop is nent ioned,

and there is reference to a tanyard on the outskirts of the tor.ro.

A br ick store anci of f ice conbinat ion and the "Bel lefonte Academy"

are also included ln the deeds. Many of these businesses are on

lots front ing on t l le cown square. Five resldences are nent ioned:

ihree frame dweJ.lings, one brick dwelling, and one whose

construct ion mater ial  is not specif ied..  The lat ter is descr ibed,

however, as havi-ng outbutldings - a snokehouse and a kitchen.

' Kerrneraer says Lhat in 1839 a Metfr.ocij-si church, a fr:me

bui lding, was ereqted (Kennener,  1935: L3.2).  i te aLso says tsel lefonte

had two br ick stores, f ive or six fraine stores, and two br ick

dwel l ings besides the courthouse and jai l .  He does noi say when

this was the case nor does he say from where his inforrnation cones,

but it is not unlikely that he derived his count from the oLd dee<is,

aIso. Ttris sane author credits Bellefonte witlr. having had six

merchants, a blacksrdEh, an apoihecary, ad a cabineE maker ( ibid.) .

The names of these persons do not coincide with those of the men

nentioned in connection with the stores and shops described in the

Ceeds. Sraith and Deland (18e4) adi another two nerchan-us to lhe

i i s t 'o f  bus  j - : iesses  present  in  the  1930 's  anr i  L840 's  (p .94 ,  ? .98)  ,

-a

I
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Evidently there was quiie a business comrounlcy there at chat cine.

A contenporary gazetCeer gives us a concise descript ion of

Bellefonte in this pe.riod: two cirurches, one. Pre.sbyterian ani o;le

Methodist ,  two academies, twelve stores, f i f ty dwel l ings, and 400

inhabitants (Haskel and Siuith, LB44: 57),

HFiILe none of the soilrces summarized ab.oye. llent,ioned inns or

taverns, Bellefonce had aE least three in Liris period. A man wlio

was to f igure largely in Bel lefonte's lat ,er fuist ,ory,  Robe.rt  T. Scoit

( the founder of Scottsboro, Alabaroa),  came to Bel lefonte from

Huntsville jn the early 1830's. ile eittr-er purchased or built an

inn calLed t'Be11e Tavern" and operated i-t for a time. Another
t

innkeeper who would lat,er contribute greatly to Beuefonie in a

different capaci-'y, was Major Robert A. Eaton, who also came t,o

the town in the early 1830ts. His inn was- called the "Mairsion
.)

Hotel .rr-  Possibly Dar. iel  M. I4art in had an inn t i  th.e 1830rs, Eoo,

but the hostelry for wtr:Lctr. he is knovm, the. so-call-ed "Stage CoaeLr-

Innil whose massive, rough-hewn li-mest,one masonry ehimney bears his

lraine, was not built until 1845 as the inscriprion on the chiru'rey itself

attesEs. There !{as a t'Jackson Inn" j:o Bellefonte, t,oo (personal

comnunication from Chrlstine Sumner), which nay well have been

l6artinr6 inn, tne name of which is not really known. lhere is

certain evideace in the early deetls to Bellefont,e lots that Martin

2
Tirese particulars about Scott ani. Eaton suppiii-:l ly CLrj.rtine

Paradise Suirrrer flom ner -oa;ubiishe<i boolc.



-
v

t
I I

o l r ned  p rope r t y  on r r i ackson  S t ree t r t t one  c f  ; he  named  s t ree ts  o f

+ L ^  5 ^ , -  ^ - - ?  e L  L - - - ^  L ^ ^ -  - L ^  - a ! ^  ^ !  L i - -  - - -;rrq Lvrvu, ors urr-6.L property may have been tha site. of hjs iaa.

Also" Martia vras a good Jacksonian Damocrat, several. t,i:i,es an

elector fclr iris party, and he may have chosen to honor the popular

hero by naming his inn for hin. j

In the '3dts Sellefonte got its first nei^rspapers., "Th.e. Nortil i

Al.abama SEar" was one early paper, established and publishrrd, by ;

Major Robert A. Eaton (nentioned jusE above) as his mai-den

pubi ishing effort  in Alabana (El1iott ,  1958: 91).  Th.e "Star"

lasted only a year and Eaton went on to Tuscaloosa to publistr-

another paper. In 1841 he returned to Bell-efonte to found and

publish the "iackson Coulty Dercocrat,rr whiich continued t,o be

pubi ished at least up unt iJ.  1855 (E11ison, L9542 10).  Ll l isonfs

guiae co early Alabama news,papers also li,st,s Eaton as a co-pubLisher

of the ttBellefonte Courier, tt a newspaper known t,o have been in

exj,stence as early as April 16, 1834. This paper nerged with" the

"Jackson @rrnty Republican" someti:ue in 1837. By April 11, 1839,

Robert ,  T. Scott  was the editor of  this publ lcat ion. ElLison also

indicates that Eaton was a co-publisher of the 'tJaclcsonianrtt

ori.ginally called the "Ileraid" (Blue, 1961: 11) and publislr-ed in

3eLlefonte beginning Septernber 29" 1937. Blue says this Daper was

the forerunner of the "iackson County Democrat'r (ibid.) wfr.ich fs

Eentioned just above. A ner,r paper, published by Green and l4addin

ano cailed the I'North ALabana llegister", succesefully conpet,ei, '.;:-cn-

the iliackson Ccur^ty Denoerat" in the nid-l-350rs" iaica, ;ca'.-.'^i:LiJ.e,
i
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-  ic; ;u:ci :J; .  t : - : i  R. C. Gi j - i ,  a ?r: l :er,  aad be3rn puri ica::o: : ,

o i  l ,e  "3e i le ioeEe Dec,ocra t ' r  l r  ihe  ear ly  '50 ts  (G is t ,  L968:  3 r ' ) .

iiis papa! was taltan over by publi-si-ers tr'razier arld Jones in the

=i.d-r5Ots arrd reaamed the "Bellefonte Era." This was the last of

5d-l,efonte t s aewspapers, ceasing publication in tlr-e earl-y years of

cle Civii Wa:r.

Wirile life i:r a frontier connunity f.ike Bellefonte infrequently

cf;-ered nueh in the way of the anenities, there were outlets for

soci.aiity, and, at least one of t!r.e fj:ler things'in life was available

co tsel lefonters ci t izens. '  In 1847, Lodge l l \2 of,  t i re l4asonic Order

r-as esteblishe,l at Beilefonie and was thereafter an iiaportant link

j,a che lives of ttr-a r"r, t, the tow'o. WtlU-an A. Liddon, Ehe

cou::ty surveyor of Jackson County, tt... tlas an acconplished

susician and for a 3.ong time used th:is talerc for the pleasure of

the community about Bellefonte, where he was l-eader and lnstructor

of local,  musicians composing the brass band (0wetr,  T. M.,  1921, IV:

1045)  " .

In the early 1B4Ots, Jaclcson County was stricken with a sei-ies

of epidemic <iiseases slhich persisted over several seasons. Blue

says, " In L840, i -841, and 1842, severe epidemic diseases prevai led,

at first biLious fevers in various forms, foLlowed by Scarlet fevar,

gnusual ly severe and fatal  (BIue, 1861: 6)r ' .  Danie- l  Martfn,  wri t , fng

to his daugh:er j.n Texas after the Civil War, raflects thai 'rThis

hgs been a ysar sorter l ike 1840 for s ickness (Ma:; ln,  D. M.,

Ja.nuary 27, L872)", so apparent.Ly the epidemics took their to1l in
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tsei iefonte, t ,oo.

The Treaty of Nera Echota, December 2, 1835, between the

United States and the Ctr.erokee Indians ceded all the. land of the

Cherolcees east,  of  the Mississippi River to the Uniteci  States and

allowed the Cnerolcees chea living east of the lhssissippi two years

to nove llest to Indian terricory. Thus tlr-e part of what is now

Jackson County south of the Tennessee River was acquired, and thus

nilitia men from Jackson Cornty parti-cipated in the Cheiokee

tsnoval. In June of lB3B, ten companies of infantry were raised

and ordered to appear at headquarters in BelLefonte to be mustereC

lnto eervice (No:rood, et al . ,  1838).  Five companies marched

directly to Turkey Toum hcross the river; the other five were seni

elsewhere. Under the ord,ers of General Wi:rfield Scoct, tha J.ocal

siLitla rounded up the Cherokees r.rho lived in Jackson County and

sent them to Gunterts Landing to be shipped west on boats

(ThornhilJ., July 20, L967).

Interestingly, Williarn Tecuraseh She:man had occasion to spend

sone time in Be].lefonte in L844, while he was sti11 just a

lleutenan!. C'lrristine Paradise Sumner (L974> recoutts thls event:

"Young Willianr Tecurnseh Sherman was jusE, out of West Point, in J-844,

sher. he was ordered to go by h-orseback from Charleston to Marietra,

Georgia, to assist, in hearing clains of Geo.rgia volunteers in. the

Senrnole War for losi horses an<i equipnent. After conpletlng h:s

nork at llariet,ia, he proceeded to BeiLefonte where he spent iwo
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nonths contin'ding h1s duties. l{hen he. re.turn.ed to Fort Moultri'pr

CharJ.eston Harbor, on horseb.ack, ha follovted closely parts of tha

route he would take 20 years later in his histor ic rMarch to the sea. ?

rn later years he said, ' r  had r idden the distance on horseback and

ha<i noted wel l  . the topography of the countqT. rrr

The period nor^t being discusscd $ras one of growth and

diversi f lca; ion for the state, the county of Jackson, and, of course,

for Bel lefonte. Thorahi l l  (October 5, L967) says that the nurnber of

slaves in Jackson County tr ip led between 1820 and 1840, and slaves were

a good baromete.r of wealth in chat period. Furthermore, Thornhill

says in a later art ic le (October 19, L967) that Bel lefonte " . . .
1

was the leading Lrade center in the eounty. There r{ere cotton

warehouses and nule and horse sale barns. No place jn che county

was ao prosperous. All of the above was due co river trade'a;rc

i ranspor ta t ion  . . , t t .

Bellefonte in the 1850rs: The Golden Age and tlr.e Eve of the Civii lrar:

The 1850 census provides us with the most usefuL and probably

ihe iiost, reliabie denographic data on Bellefonte for chis time or

any oiher. This census gives the heaC of hor:sehold by narae and

l ists househoLd menbers by nane and age. Fani ly headrs occupat ion

is often given, a-long !,r"ith the dollar valrre. of his or her real

esiate. Whi le Bel lefonte per se. is nowhere l isted in t j - re census,

^ -^. 'q ' i^* r j  , - -^^.  enurnerat ion for Distr ict  20 i ,s.  Cist ibci  f ron rroete  P V T L . N I ^  
v r  e . . !

of the rest of il^e ccu;,tj. Ta'ii:ng in 52 househoiCs, th.j.s section
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is 'Dradc up alrrost cnLircly of i reads of houscl- iolds vr i rosc si : ; i ic<l

occupat ions are professional,  business or gcrvice-type oncs. Tl icfe

is no extant icey e:q:laining io which areas the three arbitrary

enunerat ion distr icts in the county relate, but che content ' refe;red

io above at least encourages a-rguurent ihat that,  port ion of DisCrict  20

deals with Bel lefonte. The n'mes of the heads of househol-ds would bear
I

out ihis assumption to a greac deg::ee. So, assuning that Bel iefonters

populace is therein enumerated, the following statistics appLy: L23

nales and l-32 fenales for a total  populat;on of 255. Occupat ions as

given by 66 males are as fol lows: Professional -  one probate jucige,

four physicians, two lawyers, one druggist  r  one editor,  oae teacher;

Business/Corn'ercial - six rnerchants, two frotet or Lave!*n keepers, five

siore or bank clerks, tflree grocery keepers; Craftsmen - six blacksnoichs,

sjx shoemakers, four mechanics, two tailors, one printer, one watchmaker,

one sadler, one stonenason; Agricultural - six farmer.s, ene overseer,

four laborers; Miscel laneous - two sheri f fs,  one jai . lor,  two cr ininals,

three students. Real estate value is stated by nineteen heads of

households and divides these households into two distinct groups:

thir teen have real est,ate worth $2r000 or 1ess, and six have reaj-

esta' ie worth $4,000 or more. The largest value reported was $7,200

ana the smallest value was $100. One fanily reported as real esiate

f ive nulatto slaves, dol iar value not given.

The distribution of persons in households permits some inieresting

observat ions on l i fe in Bel l -efonte. Severai  leer ihants, farrcrs,

^ -  J  ^ - ^ t +arri.r r:t i irLbuieu i icve |ouD,g, ur:relaEeci, unaarrled men living
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\{ i t i l  t i rcn, possibly to learn the business or trade. Cther fai l - l_ ies

iiave unrelated teenage girls living with theq, possj-b1y as naiils.

Danl.e1 Martin was boarciing three young nen at his" inn - a lawyer,

^  + ^ - i ' 1  ^ -  - * l  ^  ^ ^ L ^ ^ ' 1  + ^ ^  ^ L ^ -  ^ -  ^ - -  L  -  r  - - - -  - - -a r.llror, ans a schoolteacher, The othe.r innkeeper had two )roung

fanilies boarding w-ith hin, one conplete witir nother-in-1aw, the

oiher without a husband or iar i rcr.  Ti :e jai lor,  his fani ly,  and

the fi{o criminals (both 1abelled raurderers, incidentally) have

their residence clearly indicated in the census as t'.lAILIrpUSE" by

iire. me-ticulous census taker.

A descript ion of anrebel iun Bel lefonte at i t ,s peak was provicied

by Nalson Kyle, Jackson Countyrs Register in Chancery frora 1887-1917, in
I

a laiter to Dr. Thoraas McAdory Owens, Di,rector of the Alabarna State

De.partnent of Archi.les and llistory, Kyla was horn. in BeJ.lefonia in

i862, and wri tes:

"Bel lefonte was quite a handsome 1it t1e vi l lage before the war,
with the four sides of the square f i l - led in with t \ ro story br ick
busj-ness houses, with a neat court i rouse in the center,  this place was
watered by a large f lowing spr ing at the foot,  of  [word lef t  ou-u,
probabiy 'h i l i r ]  on the norEheast border of the to\^ i"n. Old Bel lefonte
r.'as quite a political center in its day . . . Tirere was at one tine a
:ine bar, sone of the best knorsn J.al'yers in the count.ry practj-ced
ihele. My grandfather Nelson Robi-nson and his brother Major ji i l,
i .on .  R.  C.  Br icke l l ,  L .  P .  Walker ,  W,  H.  Rob inson,  W.  H.  Norwcod,
aad Col.  John Noruood being axnong the proini :rent ones (Kyle, 1916)".

A Union soldier, writing to his parents from wir.at would be

ais winter quarters 1n 3ellefonte, aLso described the courthouse and

square: r'This buiiCing is an excellent one for this country" it is

bui.i; of brictc, anc two stories hi-gh. ic is. surrou::d.ec by a fine

ciusEer of iocusi t :ees ai l i  a lroget ier is a ve- iy* pieasaat 2iace t-or



; 7

persons r+ho have within the lasc t\.ro year€. spent as 1ict1e ti;e

w{ihln a house as I have (Wldnay, 1863)l'.

Matthew Povrers B1ue, l,lontgoneryts proninent hisiorian, h.as

preserved several  more facts about Bel lefonte in his manuscrioE

<ireft  of  a history of Jackson counry. wri t ing around the year 1861,

31ue states that Sel lefonters popular ion nunbered about 50Q (p.11).

Elsewhere, Blue relates that Bellefonte. had tr^ro schools: " . .. an-

e>cceilent Classical School .. ., now- a pe.ruianent, and highJ.y

r e s ^ o e c t a b 1 e i n s t i r u ! i o n , a n d a f i n e f e m a 1 e s c h o o 1 ( P . 9 ) ' ' .

Blue aiso d,iscusses sone business activi-ties tl1at, were takinq

t 8 6 ; ,place at Bellefonce and elsewhere in Jackson county. Even in .
{

Bel lefoate was st i l1 on' the upswing of the.cycle of prosperi ty chat

begair in the r40ts. Businessmen were looki:rg for \{ays to maxini_ze

their newly acquired capital. Blue relates that at Bellefonte

ihere lrere tr,,o merchanis, Napier shelton anc a Mr. Harris, who had

set up a slroe factory (p.8). This, incidentally, sh.eds sone light,

oa why Bellefonte.rs 1850 census lists six shoe-akers arL in a ror.r -

;hey were interviewed by the census taker v-hile at worlc in Shaltoi:ts

and, Harrist factory. Brue also mentions that R.obert T. scott ,has

cone nuch to pronote a spir i t ,  of  enterpr ise in aanufactur ing",  anc

ire lists five othe.r Bellefonte men who were. aL1 "active enterprising

cLt izens  (p .  B) " .

rn 1849, wi:en tire prospecE of a rai.lroai throug!:- Jackso; ccuniy

+'^^ ^^ '-*-yts t 'enterpr is ing" ci t izea,s sarAl a trso-fol-d opportuni i ,y:q r v s s :  L i l E  g r J u i s y : r  s r i L g I P i I S I I
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a icuch oore reliabie rvay of narke;ir.g Lhelr ironey crops, no!/ iivee;ock

as auch as cotton (Moore, L934: 273),  an<i an alncst certain iarge

return on capital  invested. Kennener says Jackson Couaty ci t izeas

subscribed heavi-ly to the stock of the Mea:phis and Charleston

Rai lroad, schedul-ed to cross their  county and join up with the

Nashvi l le and Chattanooga Rai lroad near Crow Creek (Kennemer 
" 

L935: 39).

According to Henderson, when the proposed line for che Menphis and

Charleston Rai l road was being surveyed, "  . . .  the ci t izens of 01d

Bellefonte would not hear of the railroaci running through their

aristocratic o1d town, and the consequence was the railroad conpany

bui l t .a depot three miles from the capital  of  Jackson . . .  (Henderson,

i
1913)". Kennemer adds that the idea of the railroad was squelched

by the r^rater transportat ion interests for fear of conpet i i ion

(193s :  66)  .

Robert T. Scott, innkeeper and editor, also had eight terms in ,,,

the state legislature, the last two in the period when Alabama was

in a turmoi.L over state aid for internal improvements (7847 and 1853),

and being a man of wide experience from having senred two gubernatorial

appointment,s in Washington, D. C. pursuing Alabama clai.ms before che

Congress, Seott had no such gualms or fears about railroads. He not

only recognized the transportation advantages offered by the Menphis

and Charleston Railroad, but also saw ihe opportunity to fulfil l a

long heid drean of his olrn. Very early in his life, Scoti, had

eitetrpted, to establish a town near lluntsville in Madison County. A
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r ' l  - r .  t ^ '  + L  - *  r ^ - - _  r -  ^  J  r -  ^  - -piijir tc6 Loar Ec\fn had been <i-ra;,m. up anci the land accui-rec, i]ut

gon,ehow the project fe11 t i r rough (Gisr, .  !968: 42\.  Real iz i^rg,

douht iess, that a rai l road depot vrouic vir tual ly guarante.e tha

i ivel ihood and growth of a Eown, Scott  exerteci  considerable inf lueace

on the management of rhe l"feinphis anci charleston to build a cepot on

tfu:  property he had acquired just west of Backbone Ridge, where he had

been l i v ing  s ince .  ear ly  in  the '50 ts  (Grsr ,  1969:  48) .  sco i r  e .ven

donated land for the depot ("Early l i istory of scorrsboro,,  ,  L934) and

was probably one of the ci t izens of Jackson Counry who tr  . . .  gave the

- - '  ^ L  r  ^ 6  - - ^ . -  4 ^ -rr .grrE or l ray ror almost noth_ing . . .  (Kennemer, 1935: 39)".  Track

Laying in Jackson couat,y took pla.ce between April, 1955 and l,{arch,
t

1856 ( I (ennener ,  1935:  39) .  In  1855,  "Scot t ' s  Mi lL ' r  had a  posc

or i i ce  (Scruggs ,  A labarna Posta l  i i i s to ry r  ! r .d .  ) ,  so  Scot t ,  rs .

exleetations were being meE as people were dravm to the'cbnnercj-al

prospects the railroad offered, and, by the. tine. the railresd was

co:npleted, on March B, 1856, scott had his tor{n, variously labelled

Seot t rs  Mi1 l ,  Scot t fs  S t ,a t ion ,  Scot tsv i l le ,  and,  u l t ina te ly ,

Scot , tsboro .

Not satisfied witlr, having just any rown founded by him and

naned after him, scott  act ively began lo seek the county seat for

scottsboro (Gist,  1968: 48).  The state legislature was made aware

of the, fact that the courthouse in Bellefonte was in need of repairs

- - u i  + T . a r  - a c - { t  1 , ,  -  -  I  1 - - - .a]cr Lfrar ?osgJ-or/ 4 -rcw d^u iqiger cour'chcuse rn-as neeicc t,o keeo uo

with :he grovth of llie county) anC sonci:ow this conce:ie becane
i ,

H
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associaied wlch the iCea that the county seat shoulc be moved, froia

Sel lefonte (Kenneiner,  1935 z 66).  so ihe legislarure passed. an act

oi: Decerrber L7, 1859, girring Jackson County voters an oir?ortunicy

co declde whether or.not they l , 'anted the county seat moved, anC

if so, giving them an additionaj- opportunity to pick the new siie.

The election held the firsr Monday of May, 1860, result,ed in a

deeision to move the county seat, and the election held the firsr

I ionday of August,  1860, elevated St,evenson to rhe honor of host ing

the new seat of just ice (Kennener,  1935 z 66-7).  The intervent ion

of the Civil War maintained the siatus quo. Before the war was

over Robert  T. Scott  died, bui  his wi l l ,  made ten days after the

legislature provided foL the election on the relocatj.on of the

county sest,  directed thaE his wife and executr ix "  . . .  donate lots

[ in Scottsboro] for publ ic purposes as i t  should be d.eerneci necessary

Eo GROW UP [sic]  seid rorrn (Gist,  L96g: 48)".  Scorr arso provided

that proceeds frorn the sale of each alternate 1ot around the public

square be donated to the toml (Gisr,  1968: 4g>.

The destruction of the courthouse at Bellefonte during the war

(Brewer, IB72z 284) doubt less reigni ted the relocat ion controversy,

even though county court continued to meet in Bellefonte untj-I

November 9, 1-868, when the court ordereC the county records renoved.

0a August 3, 1868, charles o. whitnan; a resid,ent of  scottsboro and a

staf-e Senator,  goi  a i .egislat ive aci  passed which al lowed the county

co-, ' ,n issione'rs to select a locat ion f  or the county seat.  Ti leir

io

I
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choj-ce, hcweve:: '  was l funi ted to "  t i te nos.t  sul tabia placa , . .

on the Merrph:-s and C'narlesion Rail-roed '$ritl1.in e''-ghi miles of iae

center of - .he county (Gi.st ,  i95B: 36)".  This el inir :ated Scottsbo;o's

oniy serious competition for the honor of 
-r^aving 

tha countl saei.

So on Septerrber.5, LB6B, the cocnissioners voted and ; l ie.  probat,e

ju<ige decLared Seottsboro duly elected (Gist,  L858: 36).  The he-irs

of Lobert T. Scott had aiready signed an agree!ilent on Septenhar 1,

1868, to transfer to the county t i re pubi- ic square anci a si te on the

square for a jai-l, provided Scottsboro be selectad for the- si.te of

the county sea: (Gist ,  L958: 49).  Thus pLans could ba maie- r igh.t

t -" ' i1r *ne neu courthouse anci ja iJ. .e w o J  L v  s u . * u  L ^ .  

t
Srom the foregoing it can be seen thai the- douu:fa1l of 3e1l-efonte

was not the result of a lack of foresigirt alonar' altlrcugh ttr-is is

the rrosL comnonLv set forth explanation. tr^lhiLe it f,s true that

BelLefoatets rejeciion of th.e railroad condeianed the'tor.an to

isolatioa at a critical cime and would have resultad'in eventual

obseurity at the least, the effects of that negat,iva decislon wouid

have been felt neither so early nor so excremely had not the. 
'

arbitioas of Robert T. Sc,ott exacerbate<i tlr.e situati,on. Ritli the

effects. of the war inmediately added on, Bellef,onte was doomed.

Seiiefonte in the Civil War, Reeonstruction, and the- Finai Years:

I.{rfLe not having fa.rorei secession, Jaclison County co::tril iute,i

her share to lhe rrar eiforc. 3e1lefon:e" raised a ccrpany of

-l
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Fo-ii l.iorgar near Mobile for assignnenL (Kennener, i935: 66) . ioha

B. Gordan, resident in Jackson Counilr at tli.e haginnfng of t-na rrar,

raised his conpany of aountaineers f-ro;il Dade- Cour^ty', Geo-rgia,

lfu::ion County, Tennessee, and .lackson CoriirLy, Alabana anC

assearbled then in Bel lefonte (Owen, 11. 8. ,  1934).  I {e.  took. i i .an up
. t

on.aearby Sand Xountain to <ir i l l .  Laier this corol lany.would beco: le

Corapany I of the Sixthr- AJ-abama InfanlrT ani w:ould gain fane as the-

in.ioroitable ttRaccoon Roughs'r, distinguished by their rcoon sliin

cape wLtch they hTore even r.riih tb-eir regulation C. S. A. uniforrc^s,

it, r*as these mouat,aineers who first Ereated Gordan to ihe faned

"!d-ld reLel yellr' (Cordap, 1903: 9), but whether they originated

it or not cannot be said. John B. Gordaa, in hi.s later perforaance-

on tF.e ba;tl"efie1d, rrould so distinguisfr- hi.nseif , that he. woulc

be. promoted to general before the war rras oyer. .._

Judging froiu the volunteer rol1s fron Jacks,on County, overaff

Bellefonte had approximately cwenty volunteers in. the- Confederate

Ariay (Corvait,, Lg73.. and 1974). One of then is buried fn the.

Bellefonte cemetery. Iie is a son of DanieL Martin, the innlceeper.

Eis torobst,one reads, rrJaines K. Polk Martih - Born Noveroher 5, 1844,

Died January 4, 1863 jsr a Negrots cabin at Parkerrs.  Cross-Roads of

a wound received in the battle at the p1ace, DecemEsr 31, 1862.

i{e was nost h=utaj.ly treated by the Yankees and neglecied by h-is owr

^  i  J  -  t l
u .L -qg  I

Bel-lefoalaf s o:.l-y i irect conEacE wi{tt i:.e Llaion Any was fi iheil
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wi i l cer  o f  1353-54.  Dur iag  tha t  per iod  t ie  15 :h  / in ;y  Corps ,  e  pa : - -  o i

She;:nanrs airay under ihe corrnanci of Generai iohn A. Logan, r,rere

encanped aL1 along the Tennessee River froia trIoodville to tsridgeport

(Kennerner,  1940).  I t  was the 34th I l l inois Volunteer Reginent

r;hich occupied Bel lefonte, and a let ter f rom one of the soldiers

of this regiuent describes how the soldiers burned the recor<i.s in

front of the courthouse to keep wa;n (Llidney, 1863). Sherroan had

ordered that his men subsist  by foraging since i t  saved suppi ies and

disadvantaged the rebels, even as it afflicted the 1oca1 non-

i '

conbatants. En route to Chattanooga on Decembet L7, 1863, Sher- i lan

ordered that "  o. .  al l  the forage and provisions in the country

around Brid,geport  and e. i t  poote Is ic]  be col lected and stored and no

eoapensation be allowed rebel owners (UiLler, 1901: 1BB)". !Ihj-1e

there is no docunentary evidence regarding. the exact circu;astances

of the event, by the end of the rvar, the courthouse at Bellefonte

had been burned and several dwellings as well (Kennemer, 1935: i34-5;

Brewer, L8722 284).

As lt was for all of northern Alabana, Jackson County was left

severely depleted by the war and the people Tirere hungry and inpoverished.

The continuous skiriaishing in the area had been as derrastating as a

rnaJor batt le,  but on a wider scale (Moore, L934: 429).  With reference

to  iackson County ,  Mi l le r  says ,  "  . . .  f rom f i rsL  to  las t  a  quar te r  o f

a aill ioa of Federal soLCiers passed through the coun:y (lti11er, 1901-:

335)".  Describing the si tuat j -on to his daughier in Texas, Daniei

I
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i{ariin !{rof,e, "I have had everyching taken frou r,e bui ny land;

my to\ inx property is l i terai ly Cestroyed. I  am as poor as J.ob!s

tu r icey  e-xcept  rn  land . . .  ( I ta r r in ,  
? .  y . ,  May.6 ,  1866) " .

But Bel-lefonte had not been razeo hy any uearls. There were.

sevet'al dr.lellings eiraE survive<i the wer eo Ee tc,ved, inEaet, i;o

Scott ,sboro (Matthews, Leola and Eunice, L974). .  Others were' iorn

dorra and the materials used to bujLd hoiaes in Scottsboro ('Early

I i istory of Scottsboro",  1934).  The posr off i .ce at Bel lefbnre

cont inued to serve the populace ihereabouts ( l lart fn,  D. M.,  May.6,

1866 and others),  and the court  concinued to meet,  busihess as usual,

sonewhere in the tor^rn. In 1867, Daniel Martin wrote to.hj.s

daughter that her older Qrother, i.l i l l iarr G. l{aruin, tt .. . Lives in

tselLefonte in what was left of iny old houses and is urying to

keep tavern in a very sna1l way (Mart in,  D. M.,  July 21, 1867) 'r .

Lile in Sellefonte went, on, but on a muclr- reduced scale.. Nationai

and regional event,s continued t,o touch ttr-e tor.rn - Iartin ment,i.ons

in '11.;o separate letters dated in Augr:st, of L868, seeing troops of Ku

i(lux Kl.ansmen in the area near BellefonLe, and both h.e and iris son-

in-Jew lash out against th.e "scalawags an<i carpetb.qggersrt i'o the

a ^ ^ . i ^ a - + ! . t ^
I s E i I > 4 6 L  s r E  r

i,n ar,o;.ier J-ett,er, l4artin gi.ves sone sf th-e,'reasons for the

iaigrai,ion of people out of the county around i870, and these reas.ons

perhaps orplain in part why tio census figure f or BelLefoate in lB70

r. 'as o::1y 72 (Brewer, L8722 283):

v



o
25.

"  . . .  I {e  have not  inadc a gc i tcr r . l  good c i :op s i ; ice thc i {a l  on
c.ccour l i  o f  droutr r  an<i  l "az iness and lasc year  \ {as.  i i }e  \ { .ors:  of  a l - .1 . .
^ \nJ Ehen i t  rvc.s  repor ied a l l  ovcr  th is  country tnat  Tex: is  i rad naclc
c l l .e  bcst  crops in  tht :  r " 'or ld ,  that  she had cor : - . i ,  r rhcai ,  po;k,  i :eef ,
acr<i mutton enougir to feed the rvorld and Llr.at it was vety cne;,:p. r '.nd
t i rc .  pcopJ-c. ,  being goadcd to. ieaih by ta:<. i t ion ar id s ick of  a ner , , rc
^ ^ - , .  r - {  ! . . . - . f  ^ -  1  -  . , - :  - 1  ^ -  , 1  h ^ - - '  '  - -  - ,Lvrr. \Lr- ,LuLruir ,  . ;  r lcSro legislafuic and Govcr;rnent,  al- l  thaf could
r';]i. ' ic thc- inoney :o pay thcir rvay, wcnt off lik-c a sr/arrr of black'o:rcs
Q l a r t i n ,  D .  M . ,  M a r c h  2 1 ,  1 8 7 0 ) " .

But things pieked up, and 1n l-873 l"iartin relates ihat his son

" . . .  l ives in ny old hcuses in Bel- lefonte; has a f ine store in my

o1d brick corner house. i{e also has a fine ne\d cotton gin. I.t

stands up on the Fowler 1ot. He gets icore cott,on to gin than any

other gin.about here and sel1s more goods than any other stora in

tir.e Corinty. Say to your Aunt Mary that your Broihe.i Biilie. f.s now

ooing as pod a busines" l* f was in your notherrs li ietfne whi:n uy

tavern was in fu1l  bloom .. .  lnt ta Marleyrs noth-er died i :a 1853]

Q{ar t in ,  D .  M. ,  Decemher  22r  1873) " .  Be l le fon te  was s t i l l  a

steaiaboat landing at that tirne (Nev:i11e, 19632 25), buc there were

only two or three steauboats plyi:rg tha Tennessea between Chattanooga

and Decatur (Campbel1, 19322 92) and those veqf irregularly

(Ca1dwel l ,  Daisy, L974) .

fn 1983 Bellefonte was listed in a busfness directoqr as

h.aving a population of 100 and tne foLlovring seryices and Eus;iness:

five general aerchandise fi:ms) a saw niJ-J-, tvro pliysician$, a rotary

publ ic,  a Just ice of the Peaee, md a lawler.  ^Llso ihdicated as being

resiCent, in ii:e to'$rn were eleven farmers (Aiabama State Gazette:r erd

v

Susrn.egs Directorv. L3B4-5: L32).  In iSS7, another business directory
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I ists SuiLefonte as having a populat ion of 150. At rhat : iae, t i rc

toronr had a teiegraph, express, and rai i road agent,  a noiaqf oui :J- ic,

a Just ice of the Peace, two physicians, t rro sa\,J ard gr ist  ni11s, a

lai'ryer, and three general stores (4]g!ggg_ECg" Gazetteer a;rd.

Bus i less  D i rec tory ,  1BB7-B:  l i i )

AbruptJ.y things declined, however, an<i in L889 the Masonie

Lodge at Bel lefonte disbanded (Yrasonic Looge Grand Library,

Vont,gomery, personal coumunicacion).  An at las frora 1893 (Gaskel l 's

Faiai ly and Susiness At las or '  the \ fcr ld) indicates Bel lefonte had a

populat ion of 100 aceording to the 1890 census, but on March 4, LB94

the post office closed dorn'n, and the tovrfl cannot be founci in any

references after tirat tiLe. Some people cont,inued to live on the

si te of the o1d to$rn, however.  The Snodgrasses, whose ancestors

lrere amoag the earl-iest, fanilies io settle the area, stil.l- had a

store right across fron Daniel Mart,ints old i-nn up until the tirne

of the first Wor1d War. Their descendancs own the oLd town today.

Soae Inportant Bel lefonte Cit izens:

BeLlefonte can J.ay cLaiia to a nunber of interesting and

proninent, roea. The nost, often nentioned of her citizens is

I . i i l l lanson R. W. Cobb. Cobb rvas a nerchant before he enEered pol i r ics

jJt 1844. Fron ihal tinoe he lost only one eleetion in che nei:t ir./errt,y

years. A:-ter Lwo ierms in the Lower house of the ALaba:aa ieg:-s,r-iture,

he was eleeted to ihe House of R.epresenlatives La, ie47 ar.ci se:vei.

v
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in Wasiiiagtoil untii the Al-abaaa delegation wichdrer,r in 1861.

During his tenure in the House, he was the chairaan of che

Qonrrig;6g on the Public Lands. l3ack in Alabama, in 186I he was

defeated in his bid for a seat in the Confederate Congress, but,

\./on 1i two years 1ater. iie died in i864. He was the only

Representative to C.ongress Jackson Couniy ever called her ovm

(Brewer ,  J 'BTZz 286-7 ;  Gar re t t ,  L8722 395-7 ;  Kennemer ,  L935t  197;

R ichardson,  1936;  Owen,  T .  M.  ,  792L,  I I I :  357 ;  B iue ,  1861:  15) .

Majot Robert A. Eaton was nentioned above ia connection with

Bellefonte newspapers, but he was also import,aac eisewhere in the

f ield of 'pioneer Alabanau journalisra. In Tuscaloosa in 1836 he was
\

co-publisher of, the leadlng Democratic journal in Alabana, tt The

?lag of the Union", 
1nd 

simultaneously put out, a monthly literary

nrgazinel "The Southern".  Later,  again in TuscaLoosa, he

establ ished another paper,  the trGazetterr.  I {e was elected State

Printer by the Alabana legislature for five successive years and

he also pr inted the Supreme Court,  Reports fron 1841 to L849. !{e

vas elected Mayor of Tuscaloosa) but reslgned that of f ice. I Ie

seitLed at Carrollton, Alabama in fB49 and established the I'West

Alabaraian".  I Ie died at that c i ty in 1853 (ai t iot t ,  1958: 97).

The No:soods, Henry and his son, John I1.,  bouh had dist inguished

publ ic careers. Henry se:ved in both the Lrar of I8i2 and the Creek

aird Seninole Wars. Comng to SeLlefor: .r  in 1820, he establ: .shed a

:Laaiailon. ile was active in the a:il-i.lra and aE tiie tine o: nis

-
t



-o

dcath he was sheriff of Jackson County. I{e served four t.ern:; in

the legislature in the r830rs. John H. was born ac Bel lefonEe anc

studied law there. He entered the bar at tseLlefonte in L852. He

was appointed probate judge in 1855, elected in 1857 to concinue in

that of f ice, bui  resigned to be Firsr Lieuienant in Capcain H. C.

tsradfordts BeLLefont,e conpany of Civi l  War volunteers. His wa-r

record was such that he was a brigadier general when he finalJ-y had

to ret i re from batt le because of in jur ies. rn 1865 he was elected

to the State Senate. In 1875 he was a delegare to the State

Const i iut ionaL Convent ion, In 1886 he was again electeC probate

jucige and served in thal capacity until his deattr- in l89I (Brewer,

L872t  285-6 ;  Owen,  T .  M, ,  L92L:  IV :  L288) .

Silas Parsons was one of the very first, set,tlers aL

Bel lefonte where he supported hi iaself  by laboring on a fara.

Desiring to st,udy 1aw he ran for sheriff and was eLected in 1823.

AJ.low1ng his deputy to run the offiee, Parsons studied Law and was

soon admitted to the bar.  He pract iced at BeLlefonte unt i l  he

moved to l{untsville in 1831. There he entered into two consecutive

prestigious Law partnerships and rose Eo such emfqence at, the bar

that in L849 he was elected unanimousl-y by the state legislature

to filL a vacancy on the Suprene court bench. Ill healtlr. forced

irlm to resign this responsibility afler on3,y trro years, much to tlrc

reg'r-eL of his colieagues. Iie we::i intc reti:eilent ii.:. Texas a:u

d ied  in  1860 (Gar ;e tc , lA72:  524;  Cve i : , ,  T .  l i .  i9? \ ,  IV :  1324;

! 3 . u e ,  1 8 5 i :  1 5 ) .
o
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Bel l"et-onters Role in Local ,  Regional ,  anci  Scate Affairs:

As  a  seet  o f  jus t i ce  fo r  near ly  ha l f  'a  cen iu ry ,  Be l le fo ; te

lras obviously the hub of legal activit,ies fo:: the local area anc for

the county. As has been refe-rred to above, nsy prest igious iaruyeis

argued their  cases before Jaci tsonts beach, and the color and vigor

of Lhe rheioric there was such that court. days signalled. an influx

of people froaa the sur-rcunding count.rysid.e j-nto Bellefonte

iourthouse to hear and judge the cases on their  ent.ercainment neri t .

The publ ic square was a narketplace where auct ion sales and trading

of al l  k j .nds took place. i { i th the var ious goods and services

provided by the nerchalts and crafismen of the iown, Bellefonie I
a t

must have been a center of considerable corunercial  act iv i ty,  The

availability of cheap and regular e/aier t,ransportation must have

nade Bel lefonte a pretty hect ic place in the period from February

through Aprll when l4uscle Shoals could mosc easily be navigat,ed and

the keelboats and, later,  steamboaLs were reJ-aying cargo after

cargo of cot,ton dovm the Tennessee on Lhe first leg of the journey

to the market at New Orleans. The vital and highly partisan

neb/spapers published at Bellefonte broadcast t,o the othe:rsise

scattered arrd insuiar outlying ha;nlets nelvs of che state and

country in a period when tremendous exploraLion, expansion, anci

^ ;  2 . , ^ & q ^ -  i  , ,4e3e-LuEuu were going on. And, of course, Bel lefonte was where

peopie ci;c r';iren chey needed io educat,e their chilciren, c: get

together  w i th  the i r  f ra te rna l  b ro the io ,  c r  hear  a  good,  rous ing

I
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sen:on, or gct lcdicai  aiC, or have cheir  i . l inLl_ocic repai; :ed, or

coLi.eci  Li :ei i  nephen coming in on the stage frou Knoxvi l le.

At the regional l .evel,  Jackson was pol i t ical ly al l ied wirh rhe

other  Great  Bend count ies .  S t rong iy  Denocra t ic ,  i .n  the  ear ly  '40 's

iackson Joined Madi-son, Marshal l ,  sr.  c lair ,  and De l(a1b couni ies in

- t s $ ^ R n +  L . .  + L ^  n ^ - ^  ^ 1 i - - . -  ^ - -  Y n - - .  -  aan aEi;ertpE D)/ E.ne Denocrats to elininate Ll)eig Congressmen by

i * ^ F i + . . | - ' . -  e ^ - ^  - - - ' l ^  1  - - .  ^ 1 -  E  - a  ^insELEuEl- i lg a state-wide general  t icket syst,en of elect ing Reoresentat ives,

knowing that with the great,  weighr of Denocracic votes in the

nothern part of t,he scate, the Deaocratic candidates woul-d easil-y v.rin

and control  al l  the Congressional seats. When this plan fai led, these

five northern counties attempted to gerrynander tire l{higs out of
i

Congress. This kind of iartisanship-cua-sectionalism charactetized.

Alabaraa policics throughout its antebellua peri.o,i, and Jackson County

was so much a part of this that it was referreci Eo as rrrhe f'lagship

o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  D e m o c r a t i c  I l e e t ' r  ( M o o r e ,  L 9 2 7 , I :  2 3 5 ) .  I n  t h e ' 4 0 r s ,

at least one out, of the three stat,e representaLives from Jackson

County for every term vras a resident of BeLlefonte, and d,uring six

terEls la the r40ts, Bel lefont,e residents dominated the Jackson county

delegai ion.

In L838, Bel lefonEe was the regional headquarters for rhe

Cherokee removal and the stag:-ng area for the roilitia activities

p::ecipirated by the Governmentts implementation of the Treaty of

-  -  ^ t ,
I a l  * v - l  "  n .  i  .  9 r l u l & q i l  U U U E  ! U - ] U r V . I s u  r I + 9  l i L j  _ _ u s i  L U l . J  - 9 :
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i ire continuation of his hearings oz:. reparaEr-on for e<luipneni and

horses lost by volui':.teers j-n tir-e seminoJ.e war, so Belrefonie nusc

i:ave been ;i iuloirn regionaL cenier.

In stat,e sel ice, the contr ibut ioio of a nr:mber of Bel lefoncets

ci t izens have been meni ioned. r /orthy of addit ional ment, iorr  for

specif ic dist lnguished service to the st ,ate of Alabarna is Robert  T.

scott '  Trsice a gubernator iar appointee whi le st i l1 a resident,  of

Eellefonte, Scott sojourned in trtrashington over quiie a period of

t iae attempting, f i rst ,  to obtain Alabama's due fron t i re ' t2 a:, .d 3Z

funds" (skiroined by the Federal Governroent fro;a the proceeds of

Alabana publie land sales and. eanaarked for internal improvemenis),
I

and second., to press Alabianars clairls for aCvances ma<ie on accoung

of the Indian and Mexican wars. In the stat,e Legislature Seott

was chairnan of the Comrittee of Ways and Means in 1853-4r. arrd was

also a President ial  elector (Brewer, 78722 284; Garrett ,  L872; 3L9;
i , l

Owen, T. M. ,  L92L, : IV: ,  1512) .

At' the Secession Convention in 1861, the Jackson County

delegation refused to sign the Ordinance of Secession and joined,

other northern Alabana delegations in r.r'riting, signi:ng, and

plesentLng whaL was in effecu a minoricy opinion on secession.

Taeir "Address to the People of Alabana" stares their reasons for

:loL signlng che Ordinance. One Jackson Cor:nty deJ-egate, J. P.

T:nberlaiie r.ras oe ihe coinnittee which authoied tlr.fs docuxxe;l| .

iohn R. Cotiey of SelLefo::,le was ..he niosr infLuentiaL end respecteC

-o

! -\ . - ,
v
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of i:he iaqkson Couaty delegates and h:.s counsel of noderation and

patience lent a n'ore sober perspect,ive to the enocionally charged

issuo.q at the conveni ion. But whea i t  eame to signing or spi i t t ing

away from the stat,er. Coffey and the rest of ttr-e nortlr- Al"abamians

graceful ly acceded for the sake of state'uni ty (Darden, 194L),

Archacological  Value of the Town of Bel lefonte:

Tiie priraary value of the old town of Bellefonte today I.s in viirat

it has t,o ctfer as an archaeological resource. Bellefonte is

^-^1^ ^ " typ. fossi l r f  for the f i rst ,  hal f  of  the nineteentb-q t 4 f v 5 9 q 9  t v  q

centuqf in northern .{1ab6,roa - a distinct, ani pristine exaruple of a
\ .

typical communit,y whose tixBe span is shorto specific, and inclusive
:

of the interesting and inportant antebeilum developmenLal pe-riod of

Alabaina's hisLory. -It carr be seen from the foregoing historical

presentatioa on BeLlefonte that the to\m is representative of a

lifestyle, a 6ettlement pat,t,ern, and an ecology thau characterize

the period spanned. Since the town functioned as the prircary base

for all of the human acti.vities.in the adjacent area, it is

reasonable to expect thai evidence of these aicivities is preserved

at tselleronte and is archaeologically recoverabLe. I'urther, the

archaeological value of the to\,rn is enhanced by the fact that it

dj-ed out witir very little rebuiLding or subsequerrt, major

distu-rba:'^ce iaking pLace. Relating io this poini, it is relevait

t,o consider here the resulis of the linited field ievestigationt
:
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?
?he renaias of the najor roads' ihat, passed ihrougr. tseliefoate

can be t:.aced easily over whai is proEabl-y tha fuLl extent of rhe.

sLte because these roads eontinued in use well into th:is centu-ry.

T5r.e only anEebelluiq structures standing on the siie are the old

frame inn of Danie1 Martin and a cabin, referred to as t'the old

Turkey pIace", whlch as a lean-to addition of a iioie recent dace.

1\ro limestone foundacions of what were probably antebeLlura brick

stiuctures were found - that of the courthouse and tlTau of a loilg

narror{ building whicn nay have beerr one of tire brick sto.res on :he

public square. The courihouse founciacion was coraposed of ;rassive,
I

roughly shaped lf-nestonl blocks soiae 8 or 9 inches deep aad

approxi:oately 2lr inclr.es v-ide.1ai-d lnto sterile red clay and forming

a quadrangLe whose diiaensions are aL least 35 feet by 40 feet.

Oniy twg corners were located, so this foundation may actual.ly be

Larger. It was w-ithj$ 20 feet of an o1d cist,ern whiclr. was probably

part of the public square conplex (both Huntsvi1le and Scottsboro

had watejr supplles on their earliest courthouse square pJ.ans).

The cistern and the courchouse foundation are on quite an

elevation and this nay be an artificial featurer parc of che

orlginal. construccion proeess whlch r"rould have reduced che air,ount'

of digglng necessary to conscruct the basenent of the court.:o';s'e

and the e>icavation for ihe cistern. T:le fi.] i raie:iais oi :.::

u g 5 g d E l l g  6 i l L  v * u L g l l l  G I E  q  
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could con' ; : : -ru;-c a great Ceal of  : -nfo::aat ion spanning almost the

ent i re  per - iod  o f  Be l le fon ters  ex is tence

The long, :ra-rrow foundation ;aentioned a-oove was coioposed of

roughly shaped liinesione blocks appro:tirnately 8 inches wide, 6

inches deep, anci of varying length. The outLine forned by these

blocks is approxinately 15 feet by 60 feet - only two sides of rhi.s

foundation are exposed and then only at intervaLs, so the true

exient of this structure is not, know'n.

One feature of the site li irich shows tremendous pot,enlial is

the rubble of the old jaiL.  Now obscured by a s 'a1l  cabin, the

site of the jaiJ. is othefwise untouched and the jrrmhfs of bricks

unCer the cabin is probably the most, undisturbed renains of a

siruciure at 01d Bellefont,e. This site, incidentally, is abor.rt

20 feet north of the mod.ern county road and wouLd be affected by

the- scheduled construction there

A cabjn site was observed (near where the Stage CoacL Road us.ed

to run) which is in perfect condition. The outline is raised and

the ch:inney and doorstep foundations are perfectly preserved. ThLs

structure is approxirnately 15 feeg by 35 feet.

Infoiaancs who are longtiree residents of the area point,ed, out

various features on the site which- there raas not time enough co

iavestigate, but wtr-ieh- add to ihe potential of tlre. site. Reportedly

the-re !'ras a brick quarly where clay was::rinei io-r ti:c uakrrl.g of

bricks. Conceivably thea, ihere was a kiJ.n, :oo, 
'nowe"./ci 

cruie.
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A brick siderqalk Iea<ii-ng ro ihe ciry spring r,7as also pointed ouc,

though :'ro part of che paving is now exposed and no digging was done

co conf irm this report .  Tire si tes of another cabin and of the

llasonic Lodge and sciroolhouse were indicated to 1ie just north of

the Bellefonte Landirrg Road.

surface collect,ing irr the several fields around the core of

the sit,e indicate very rich artifactual content in the field

iniee<iiately northeast of the oi-d inn and in the field southeast of

the old Turkey place. These rnay have been deasely inhabit,ed areas

or there rnay have been numerous trash pits scattered abouE such

that plowing could disturb and spread the. contents over'the. surface
t\

of the f ie lds

Dist,urbance of the site nust be noted in two areas - in

{nmediate vic inl- ty of the old. ina, where bul l -dozing wag done

1965 to even and conpress the surface because of the presenbe.

considerable brick rubble (evidently remains of antebelLum

struct,ures), and in the area adjacent, to Lhe roodern county road.

The ex-,ent of the ciist,urbance near the road is not knorrn but

nininally has to take ia the graded ditctr. tF.at flanks tlle roa<i on

r L ^
L l l g

1 n

either side up to six feet out.

Evidence in the old deeds

gonclusive, contribuLes to the

Eguaic was ciose to an acre in

couii;1ouse locat,e<i whare it i5'

to Bellefonte, while not

conclusion chat Bellefoaters publ-i.c

n ; - :  -  * ^E- ! !€ r . ! .  r rsD aEa i i . s  L i - . .1 ,L  ! r l -L i i  E i le

- - i e L  - ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ . -  b ^rv r -L i !  -sb l reuL - .  tha ' r iodarn  coun, ty '

{j_--_
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rcad, the couniy road in :hac co;e area is probably oa t,Le site

of a r-orner row of business bu:l,Ci-ilgs or residerrces th;,t

^ J  I Lgw!.Jubcu urie' southwesL side of the pub)-ic square. ifnelhe: anlr

reiaains of these structuxas survived -rhe constiucEion of the

co'.in'cy road eannot, be sai-d. IL ca:r o;rj-y be pointed out that

new construction activities in the area adjacent to the road.

- 
could .iest,roy whatever is left of thac part of BeLlefonuers

core area

So Bellefonte's archaeological potentiaL is there bs describad

lrr tlr-e foregoing and it need only by pointed out one more ifne tha-r

tseiLefont,ers advantages as a type site are lnherent in its his,tory.- f
\
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I f i i l e r ,  L .  D . ,  l l i s to ry  o f  A labana,  3 i rn ingham:  pubL ished by  the
e u c h o r , 1 9 0 1 .

Yioore, ALbert Surton, i{istonr of_.41-abe-',..a and i{gT Peopl_g, 3 voiuiaes,
Ch icago:  Araer ican  H iscor ica l  Soc ie ty ,  tac . ,  J -927.

Moore"  A lber t  Bur ion ,  I1 " t " ry  . f  A1" l * ,  Tusca loosa:  Un ivers i i y
Supply Store, Univdrsj- ty of Alabana, 1934.

National Societ,y of Colonlal  Danes of Anerica, ALabana Sraneh,
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SECOTiDARY SOUI(CiJS: Unpubl ishei  Manus cr ip ts

Blue,  l la t i ler , r  Porvars,  " jac i tso: :  Courc i r r ' ,  hendwr icLen draf t  in  the Maps
ai : .d  Marruscr io is  Div is ion of  che Alabama Srate Departxaent  of
A rch i ves  an< i  H i s :o ry ,  t r . d . ,  ou t  a f l e r  1861  .

) i i i i s ,  j esse  C . ,  "Se i l e fon te ,  Jackson  Coun ty ,  . l l aba -a t t ,  n imeographed ,
.  n  5 /
L> l .+  .

Suener, Chris-. ine Parad, ise, unpubl ished. nanuscript  of  a book on Old
B e l l e f o n t e ,  n . d .

SEC0NDARY SOURCES: Newsoapers

Srannon, Pef,er A.,  "ThroLgh the Years: ?he 01d Capitals of Jackson",
l iontgonery Advert iser,  March 9, i941.

au...ffif petition for convayance", &$g
Advocate (Huntsvi l le,  Aiabar.a),  July 20, i -827 ,
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February L5, L934.

l iackworth, ElLza, rrPortrai t  -  Robert ,  Scot,Er ' ,  The Dai ly Seat inel-
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i ien i ie rsoa,  H.  M. ,  t '01d  3e11efon ie r r ,
September  27 ,  1"9 f3 .

A1g.orqa 4.qr4 (Birninghan),

i {opper,  Jack, " .{ labama Anbl ings: i {orse Breeder Gave Jackson County
Race Track for Couri ,house Square",  Bir iainghan, Nervs, January 4,
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Jones, KathLeen ?aul and Paul ine Jones Gandrud, compi lers,  Alabana.
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Sepiember 14, l -967
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Septenber  28 ,  1967N
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O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 6 7
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Novenrber 2, }.967
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Alabana Srate Gazettegr aad Business Directory, 1BB7-8, At lai : :a:
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Saf fo id ,  Handboo i c o f  SJebana ,  Zno  ed . ' ,

42

Birn i i lghan:  Pcbgr ic
Sons,  L892.

F - ^  - ' r ^ - r  n r - ^ * - . ^  ^  \  ^ ^ * - - ^ ' ^  - r s j _ v e  A t i a s  -  G e ^ ^ - - * 1 - - ' ^ ^ ' 1  
- r .  ̂ : o r i c a l

! ; e U l 9 i u r  i r l u i u < O  V .  r  4  V v ! . U i g . . s .  9 l z \ & 4 u . r : g d f  \  ^ . i )  i

an,1 Connerc^al ,  Bost ,o; r :  i . i i i i :aa,  D.  T icknor)  New Iork:  ' l {^ ley & Long'
i l - =  - , i - : ' ^ ;  ' n  q a  A c ' n  1 p l qf  l l i J .c lgg f  ^LJ l t I c l r  l .  .  I  .  J tb r l ,  I9JJ  r

'  r \ ^+ ' - , r  r .Y- l1 '1  . i - *  and Theodore  D i " ' igh t ,  .1 I . ,  A  New Gazet teer  o f  t -hc9 4 L V J ,  r r I I I I q u r - . ^ - t : c G

Sta tes  o f  Aner ica ,  HarEford ,  Connecc icu t :  Edvrard  Hopk ins ,  1833.

Gaskel l ,  C. A.,  Fani ly _and Business Ai las of the l lor ld,  Chicago:
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Car ler ,  Thonas J. ,  t "orm giv ing in for inat ion requested by the Federal
Pos t  O f f i ce rs  Conc , rac t  Depa r t l xen i  abou i  t he  pos t  o f f i ce  : - n
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Quaree-r ly,  VoI.  6 ,  pp .  L21-328 ,  L9 44 .

c r . l  t r ' i ' l  i  + - r q r  l ' 6 r : - i  + 6 7 1 7
4 l q  . ' L i 4 t q ' J ,  ^ s r r r L v ! J

i 4 ,  1 8 L 9 ,  a n o  S ; a t e  o ;
' )  Q l t r r  r 1  ^ L  - - ^  . I i S f _ O f i C a i
L W L -  t  r u q J  4 l t r A  i .

The  Tc r r i t o ; : i a l  Pape rs  o f  t he  Un i cea  S ta ies :  Tho  ' i . n - . . " '  ;  ^ :  ^ ' -  ̂ - ^
_  l l g  l g - A : l g i r v  v !  ^ - - : d u 6 l i 4 t

i 3L7  to  i 8 i g ,  Vo l - .XV I I I ,  conp i l - eo  a :a  ea :ced  by  C ia rence  E iw in
Car te rJ "sh ing ton ,  D .  C . :  Gove rnnen t  ? r i n t i ng  O f  f i ce ,  L952 .

Uni:ed States Census for the Year 1850 - Alabaroa, Jackson Cour ' ;y.
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PRI}IART SOURCES: Correspondence

Caidwel i ,  Hamlin) Letter to his chi ldren ai  school in Springf ield,
C: : l c ,  i . , ' r : i ton  f ron  Ba l ic fon :e ,  Dcce: r le r  6 ,  1859.
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I j - le of Co-rrespondence on ihe 5t i r  .A,Labana Infantry Re3inent,  C. S. A.,
; i i l i tary : \ rchivcs, Aiabama State Deparcneai of  Archives anci
l i is co ry,  I ionc6omery, var iously ci ; :ced.

I91e,  J .  A . ,  Lc t te r  to  Dr .  Thonas XcAcory  O l ran ,  D i rec to r  o f  the  ^

Alabai;ra St,ate Departnen; of Archives and l iLst,ory2 19i6 ( i ; r  che
Jacksoa County Fi le)

Owen' Yarj-e Sankhead, Ansr,zer to query abou: Civil l,r'ar in Scoiisboro,
?ebtuary, 1934 (in the iackson County File - Alabaica State
Departnent of Archives and t t istoqp).

l lart in,  Daniel  McNair,  Letters to his daughter El la Marley in Texas,
'  var iously date<i between 1866 and 1BB3 (Fi les of Clr .r ist ine

Surrer).

No::urood, Henry, et ,  a1.,  Letter to Governor Bagby reauest ing authori ty
for their  mi l i t ia uni i  to elect i ts own off icers, wri t t ,en fron
the Bel lefont,e headquarters of the Cherokee renoval,  june 2J.,
1 8 3 8 .

-a Widney, Lyman S.,  LetEer" to
3el1efonte, August !3,

PRIMARY SOURCES: Maps

his parents in I l l inois,  wri tEen from
1863 (Fi les of Christ lne Suinner).

Be l l ,  I saac  A. ,  Depucy  Surveyor ,  t t?MVI  Eas t ,  Land D iscr ic t ,
Northern Part  of  Alabana", Plat of  PubLic Lands, 1823.

Crpft ,  D. H.,  t t l ' {ap of Alabamatt,  publ isher unknovrn, place of
publ ica::-oi  unknown, 1655.

"Fi-eld Operat, ions Yiap, Bureau of SoiLs: Jackson County, .Alabanaa",
I . lashingcof, ,  D. C.:  U. S. Gcvernnent ?- i j -nt ing Off ice, 191i.

Huigins ar id Conpany, /r t l -anta, Georgia, "} Iap of Alabamatt,  b B. F.
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Guidabook tg Alg]-na, Z'ud. Ed,,  At laata, Georg:.a:  Const i i ,ut ioi l
=---:-:--i--Publ ish ing  Co. ,  iBB8.

!a Tour: . t te,  joh;,  "Al  Accuraie Map of 
' the 

State of Alabana and l , iest
i t . ' - - ' : ^ t I  i  L - -  . r  a - - ' i ^  ^  ^ -  )  F ^  \ t - - -  \ r ^ - 1 - .  F ^ i u ^ ,r iur r ! . . j  ,  engraveC by S.  St i les arrd Co, ,  New Yor i i . :  Colcon anci

Co. ,  - ;33 .



Le iouret ie,  . Ioh;, ,  "La Tol:ra: ;ets Map of t i re stare of Alaba'a aici
i i iesi  f ior ida",  revised ani,  ccrrec:e<i by- D. :- : .  Cr: ,_-,  : .e Lg40,
l{onigo;ery, Alaba;,a: . i .  A. La ?ourei ta,  1g56.

l l \ f ^ {  ^ -  r .  l  - ' ^ - - - ^  \ f - -i '& ip u*  .1r4\ . ,a ;a,  )L.ss iss ipp: . ,  aaci  Lou: .s i_anat t ,  LonCon:  N.  ana S.  S.
Joce l y : r ,  1S23 .

"Map of the Seat of htat l l  Teaaessee and. l igli i ;q1^rtr T-i"--o-to T,i,
p .  151 ,  lLarch 3,  LE62.  
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Rhea, )iait i,rew, t 'Yrap or- Jacksoa Cou::t,y, Aiab:-ra", haid, Craru;, LA3Z.
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Soc:.e:y ior the Dif fusion of Userul  . ( ;ovl led,ge, "M"p of Nor;h
-A;aerj-ca, sheet Xrr,  Showing Georgia, Nortn caroJ- ina, sou:h
carol f : ra,  Teanessea, .Llabama, ad Flor ica",  London: Balcw:_n
and Cradock ,  1833.

?eneessee Vai iey Authorl tyr ' tGr:ntersvj_LIe Reservoir
County, .f.abaina: Slctions J-, 2, Ii, acd L2 of.
sec t ioa ,  7  o f  T4S R7E' , ,  Cha icanooga,  Tennessee:
Servj .ee Divi .s ion, L936.
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recording, Juae 9,

caIcweil, l{iss Daisy, Person,al in-.erview, tape recordiag, June 9,
Lg7 4 .

Backnorth, l4tss ELLza, Personai. interview, iape recordlng, J',ine 5,
] 9 6 4 .

Masonic Grand Lodge
June 21, 1974.

Librarian, Moncgoae'ry, Alabana, conversation)

i iarchewc, :"-l;; i .eol"a a:i Y:ss f,u:,:.ce, ?ersonal i;:.tervJ.ew, :a?e
^^ ' r ^1 - ' {  "  i u i l a  6 ,  L971 .'  I  E L v  -  u _ . a s  )
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Legcnc fol  Cor;rposi tc l { i .o of l ie l- iefonte:
) io<lcrn o::  Sur.z- iv ing Ireatures: -
Excavaie<l or ReconscructoC Antebei lun leatures: ---

Ic ler: . t r f ica::on of Features and Sources of Inforroai ion:

^  1 1 - - ' A - ' . . ^ l  1 ^ ^ , , n , . ' - - , '  ^ F  n ^ . ' I ' i  ^ F ^ - +  ^  / ^ 1  A  ; d ^ A -  a ^ v i - 1  - r . ^ - ^ - \
s .  v r  ^ . i : r r q !  u v u ^ r u a !  J /  v r  r s r r e r O l l t €  ( O l d  i g g d S  ,  c c l .  i a . r -  i J . . u  L w s /

B. CIC S;age Coach Roaa (aer:ai  ph.otos and informantrs ident i f icacioi l )
C. Sei l -efonte Lanci ing i loaci  (1936 TVA Land Map / l  8-4159-63.5)
D. . ; -achson Sr:cec (cier ive<i f :on oici  deecs)
E. Cross Screec ( ' ier iveC frorn ol-d deeds)
F. -hdains Street (der ived fron old deeds)
G.  Spr ing  St ree i  (Cer ived  f ron  o lc  deeCs)
H. Russel l  St.ree- '  (Cerived frou olci  deeds)
i .  Ccurthouse tounciaEion ( i le i<i  excavat ion)
.1. Cisier:r  ( f ie iC observat ioa and infornant ident i f j .cat ion)
K.  S io re  foua ia t ion  ( f ie id  observa t io r^ )
L .  ) la ; i in rs  inn  (1936 TVA Land Map / l  8 -4159-63.5)
X. OLd Turkey place (1936 TVA Lan<i Map and informant 's ident i f ieat ion)
i{ .  JaiJ.  ( f ie ld observat ion; exact s ize or shape not deier ir ineC)
O.  Cab ia  foundat ion  ( f ie l< i  observa t ion)
? .  C icy  spr ing  ( in fo rmant rs  i c ien t i f : -ca t ion ;  now under  wa ier )
a. Br ick sidewalk ( informant 's iCeni i f icat ion; extent not determined)
R. Quarry ( informan! 's r .deat i f icat ion; extent,  not determned)
S. Masoi: ic Lodge/school 's i te ( infornantfs ident j . f i .cacionl s ize not kaorvn)
T. Ca; i : l  s i :e ( informanErs ic ient i f icat ion; s ize not knor,rn)
U. l iodern cour^,t)  ioaci  (  L936 TVA Land Map i i  8-4159-63.5)
V. Modern edge of ?own Creek (1936 TVA Land lAap /l 8-41"59-63.5)
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